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Impact of Student Mobility to Canada for
Higher Studies with Special Reference to
Rudrapur

Manisha Tewari & Prabhjeet Kaur

Abstract:

Canada is considered to be a relatively peaceful and orderly
country, being one of the ‘safest destinations’ to study. In this paper,
efforts have been made to examine the opportunities offered by Canada,
the causes of the mobility of overseas students and the impact of studying
abroad on their future. In the analysis, we have attempted to put forward
the causes of students, especially from Rudrapur, not only being so eager
to study in Canada but also trying to settle down there. Studying in
Canada gives an incredible opportunity to explore different prospects of
a specific career and to enrich the caliber of an international student.
Keywords: Mobility, Canada, Diaspora.

Introduction:

Student mobility to abroad for higher education typically
refers to a program run by an educational establishment, such as
a university, which enables a student to live in a foreign country
while studying at a foreign place of learning. Studying abroad
can be a life-changing experience for students. From enhancing
the global network to experiencing a new culture, the benefits for
a higher education and career are significant. Studying abroad
can provide the structure for students to build these skills and
gives them an edge over others in this competitive world. The
distinction of having studied in a foreign country for a session,
semester, or year can be invaluable for a student’s career in today’s
competitive job market.

Canada, stretching from the U.S. in the south to the Arctic
Circle in the north, is a cultural mosaic treasured with several
vibrant cities. Covering most of the northern part of the North
American continent and with an area larger than that of the United
States, Canadians place great importance on learning and have
developed a world-class education with high standards. The
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country spends more on education (as a percentage of GDP)
compared to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) average, and is the second-highest among
G-8 countries. The Canadian teenagers consistently rank among
the best in the world on international tests on reading, Science
and Mathematics - a testament to the outstanding quality of
education in Canadian schools. A Canadian degree, diploma or
certificate is well~regarded in business, government and various
other academic circles around the globe. Canada has traditionally
been a country of immigrants and has a remarkable policy of
encouraging multicultural diversity. In this vibrant setting,
different perspectives are respected and learning together is
encouraged to a great extent. Students after completing their school

education in India may alter their decisions and move to Canada
for higher studies.

In the advancing pages a study has been made about the
opportunities Canada offers, the causes of the mobility of overseas
students and the impact of studying abroad on their future. In the
analysis, we have attempted to put forward the causes of students,
especially from Rudrapur, not only being so eager to study in
Canada but also, trying to settle down there. Studying in Canada
is an incredible opportunity to explore different prospects of a
specific career and to enrich the caliber of an international student.
Students who come to Canada witness one of the most beautiful,
multicultural and natural environments in the world. Canada is
considered to be a relatively peaceful and orderly country, being
one of the ‘safest destinations’ to study. The violent crime rate of
the country decreased for ten consecutive years from 1993 to 2003.
Unlike its US neighbors to the south, firearms are strictly controlled
and are generally not permitted.

International students who come to Canada should follow
the same safety precautions as they would anywhere in the world
and they would be just fine. Students can easily contact any
Canadian Education Centre to learn more about personal safety

or attend a safety orientation session at their school upon their
arrival in Canada.

Causes of Selecting Program in Canada by Indian Students

i.  More than 300,000 international students chose Canada
in 2013.

ii. Canada has 4 universities in the top 100 of the Shanghai

World University Rankings (2014).
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1. Five MBA schools in Canada placed in the top 100
Financial Times Rankings (20149),

Canadian students perform well in reading, literacy, math
and sciences, top among English and French speaking
countries according to the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) Program for
International Student Assessment (PISA).

More than one third of Canada’s research is conducted at
Canadian universities - one of the highest
among OECD and G8 countries.

The Study Area:

Rudrapur ity is located in Udham Singh Nagar district in
the Indian state of Uttarakhand. Rudrapur, a district headquarter
is governed by the Municipal Corporation and is located at a
distance of about 250 km northeast of New Delhi and 250 km south
of Dehradun. As per as the reports of Census 2011, the area of
Rudrapur is 27.65 km and the population was 140,857 of which
males and females were 74040 and 66817 respectively. The average
literacy rate was 71.48 percent out of which the male percent stood
78.89 and female percent stood 63.25, Rudrapur is mainly
populated with Sikh, Punjabi, Bengali and Baniya families along
with other communities and religions in small numbers.

Methodology

The study is based on the following methodology:

1. Primary Data

Questionnaire Method : The Sample included 16 questionnaires,
out of which 6 were filled by students currently studying in
Canada, 7 by those planning to move to Canada in the next 6
months or s0, 2 by those moving next month including a student
who returned back to India, all being Rudrapur residents.
Direct Interview Method: Interviewed parents of 6 families who
had either sent or were planning to send their kids to Canada for

studies. The interview also included 5 families who had already
sent their children to Canada.

Therefore the Primary data included a sample of 24
respondents. All of which were selected using purposive sampling
method

2. Secondary Data

- From cic.gov.in
- censusindia.gov.in
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Obijectives of the Study

Globally, the Indian Diaspora is second only to the Chinese
Diaspora. This Study puts front and centers the causes and
experiences of the Indian Students studying in Canada. Indian
Students have had a long history of mobility, the reason being
education and the demand to studying in Canada is increasing
manifold. In light of the continually increasing flow of Indian
students, it is important to understand the trends and causes of
the students” mobility especially to Canada. This study is basically
confined to Rudrapur, being a study area.

The specific objectives of the study will be to examine:
1. Factors that lead to the Student Mobility to Canada.

2. Enhancement of academic and professional knowledge
after International Education and Career Prospects on
completion of higher studies.

3. Iseducation in Canada better than the education in India?

Type of Programs selected by the Indian Students in
Canada.

5. International Education in Canada brings in a land of

possibilities for Students from India (with special reference
from Rudrapur).

Parents of the students studying abroad are compelling
their kids to encourage the study of their off springs in a
foreign country as well.

Results of the Study:

1: CURRENT STATUS OF THE STUDENTS FOR HIGHER
EDUCATION IN ABROAD

QA o et et

07T L N Aok e T Sy B A3ead :

TSR 2 OO SO N RO WA AR AN TSy
T 00 0 MR, I0E TNy WY e

1) O e Ry S0 NG g IRy S0n0a

L oTer R ety

t
}
1 et eadtae Sact 0N




Impact of Student Mobility to Canada for Higher ... 137

After computing data from the above question “What is
your current status?” and on the basis of the survey, we find that
44% of respondents are planning to go to Canada for higher studies
and 37% are already studying there. Higher Education in Canada
is definitely opening oceans of opportunities for students. This is

evident as 13% of respondents after completing their studies have
already settled in Canada.

2: COURSES ADOPTED BY THE STUDENTS IN ABROAD

Course Selected

This chart relates to the type of courses students tend to
select. From the above pie chart we can observe that 54% (31%
Masters + 13% PG Diploma + 12% for Research and Ph.D.) of
students move to study in Canada, after completing their
graduation in India. However, only 31% of students go for
completing their Graduation course and none of the students are
likely to go for their high school education.

3: GENDER WISE MOBILITY OF THE STUDENTS

= Sum of Mete
@ Sum of Famale

13-20 20-22 23-24
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This table has been created using pivot tables and pivot
charts. The blue bar denotes males and red bars denote females,
which clearly show the effect of gender in the mobility of students

to Canada. The number of males moving to Canada is far more
than females.

Gender(Percentage of Males and Females going
for Higher Studies from Rudrapur To Canada)

This pie chart is in the continuation of the above data which
shows that only 25% of female go to Canada for their higher
studies. The reason being that the families in this locality, do not
encourage investing too much on girl education.

4: BENEFITS OF STUDYING IN CANADA FOR HIGHER
~ EDUCATION

Benefits of Rudying in (anada for Higher Studves
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The blue colored bars represent the primary reasons for
student mobility to Canada being extremely worthwhile. From
the graph, itis evident that studying abroad enhances the academic
and professional knowledge of student to a great extent .A similar
extremely worthwhile reason for students is in the relevance of
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studying in a Canadian university to their potential for developing
an international career. The red colored bars, on the other hand,
put forth the reasons why students find studying abroad
worthwhile. It canbe seen from the above graph that most students
observe that their knowledge and understanding of a different
country also enriches with experience. Seventy percent of students
believe that education in Canada leads to their maturity and helps
in developing a strong personality.

Conclusion:

International Education is now a global commodity,
bringing in the huge revenues for the host countries. Students have
also shown that the international level of education in Canada
has been enhancing their foreign language proficiency which in
turn improves their presentation skills and give them much better
opportunities. The high quality of education and its acceptability
worldwide makes it as an excellent country to pursue further
studies. Many Canadian universities are among the top
international rankings. The Canadian government works for the
welfare of the international students without being biased.
Keeping all points in mind, it can be inferred that Canada is the
one of the favourite destinations for higher education among

students.
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