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THE GROWTH OF INDIAN AGRICULTURE AND ALLIED
SECTORS

e, Sunll Kumay M-'“” i AHHltlum Flllrﬂﬂll’. 'IJE'[" of Eocunumivs, 5,035, {-IH-'L. r.G
College, Radrnpur, Uttsriddiand

INTRODLCTION

bowlin agriculfiare omd i< allied Meetors iyt boer cruginl W the nation's ccumam e und el
progress. significantly contiboting 1o cinpluyment, Jood security. and e sustenance of rurd
avimmiies: Chver e Ve, hese sechies v Liplergine -,iFﬂ]ﬁ[:l,l”l [rufslormaion. driven
by wehmologival advoncenients, poliey véluoms, drid Chnaging consimer preferences, s
imduetion provides an overview of 1he grawth trajgctory of Indian agriewliure and its
alfied sectors, highlighis key drivers, chullenges, and upportanlics,

Iindin has o rich agricuiaml heritage, with fieming proctices slsting: back thousandu
of years. The Green Revolution of the 1960z and 19708 was n pivatal moment for Indiun
agricylture, enhancing productivity by immodusing high-yield crop variclies, adyvanced
tritgation methods, and the vee of chemical fertilizers. This period saw 3 significant Increase
m fad grain production, making India sell-sulficient in food graing .

in ecent yeurs. Indian agrcoMure bus withessed severnl notable trends und devalopmants,
Farmers have grudbally moved towards commercialization by diversifying into high-value
ciops ke froils. vepetables, anl spiees. The adoption el technology, such as preclsion, b
alse beew on the rive, enhaniing produetivity and :lﬁ:mrlt.}'

Desprite these improvements, Indian sericalivee still srapples with fssues like fragmented
tandholdings, witer shortages, and the Impacts of clipate change. The stctor olso grapples
with issucs related foomorkel deeess, prte volodlity, wid ineome securlty Bor farmers:
MNevertheless, thise challedpes dlso ofleér opportumities for ncvathon ahil developnsent
especTnlly in Agel-tech. food procesting, amd oericalture]l exporiy.

h summory. theexpansion of Indian agricufore and s olliod sechors sovital for mointaining
fond security, promuting il development, and nehieving sustamgble ecopumic growth. By
addressing key challenges and leveraging emeging opportunities, India can further
strengthep its position as a global agriculwral powerhouse.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Agrieilure und its allied seetars in India bave played & pivotal ke in the sconamy, offering
livelihonds to a large seament of the papulntion, Over the yeurs, :Im*.-.- smelans Hive witnessed
virtous challenges and transformations, This review seels o examine the (main fm_m,—,
driving the growth ol lndian agriculture snd s allied séelors, entphasizing the impact of
research and policy interventions.

I Iils research paper, Dholakin {1993 analyzed the agncdlturul growth rae by colegarizing it
inles three distipet petiods based on seeondary dot: (11 the Pre-Gresh Revolution phisc
(s ] o | 966-67), (2 the Initinl phise of the Gigen Revalution (TR66.67 1o 198081 ), and
{3) the Moderhization phose ([980-81 1w 1988-8Y). The researcher cortluded thal Tow!
Factar Produgtiviey Growth (TFPG) hns been mstrumenial oo demving agricaltursl growil,
Whereby fhcilitating the reallocation of xoarce resources from ugriculiure w other seetsrs of the
¢eonomy, Hence, the increase in 1otal factor productivity wrowih (TFIG) within sgriculwre
has been o significant driver of overall economic growin inindi during (he | 98t
|istarically, Indian agriculture has expericnced fluctuations infuenced by factory such
s monseon variabilly, lond reforms, and technologicdl advineements. Siudies like
Culuti and Saini (2020) have highlighted the rule of policy reforms o the posi-
liberahization era, leading o incrensed agriculturl produchivity nnd nurket orjentasion.
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Aubvaneements n lechnology hove been essentinl in boosting agrieulural 4
eeds.

Ve wreen revelution of Lhe 1960s and 1970s. dilven by high-yielding yiriely 3
fertilizers. anid irrigetlon, significantly Bowsted wriop yields Bubsequent initatives lke the
Waticnal Foud Security Mission and the Rashiviya Relshi Vikas Yujana have cantinued
to [ocus on teclnolsgicil interventions (Singls et al,, 2018) :

The allied sectors, ineluding Hyesioek, lsheries und Murestey, hive emerged as significant
contributions to reral [ivelihoods snd economic growth, Diversificution inth these seciars
las been driven by factoes such as changing condumer preferences, inereasifg
demund for protefn-rich dicls and rislug Incomes in' rurel wréas (Mitsl and Trigathi,
201 71, Despite sdvancementy, Indlan ayricoliure contends wilh issues like lund degradation.
water shortages. and ellmate chapge. Tackllng these challenges pecessitmes suslaitiable
Fanining puagtices, effedtive resodde mansyimenl, and suppurive palicies. Fuwre growth
will alse depend on leveraging digital lechnulogles, enhuncing markel linkages, and
proniating agribusingss entepreneurship (Cupla and Pathak, 2019).

In Concluslon, the wruwth of lndisn sgrlcilure ind its allicd seclors is o camplex
Tnterplay of histurical. techiological, and peliey Tactors. Wiile significant progriss '_'””'
been mipde, sustalnable growtll will rzguiire corminued innpvation, jpvestment and pulicy

support.

OBIECTIVES
Erihaneing agricafural productivity. pramoting sustainoble prastices, ensuming f_i'rﬂ*!
security. Tostering rural development. and bousling the cconomy Lhrough allied sedlors

growth.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research paper relies an secandary dita, which wes gathersd fram virions annual reports
published by the RI41 over the years, To caleulute the srowih rate, subtract the previaus valug
from the currea valus. Then, divide this difference by the previous valuie and miliiply by

U8

DATA ANALYSIS
The development af Indiun agiiculture and ji allled sectors i vitel to the pation's evsnoimy,
inluencing livelihoods  and ensuring (ool Security. Analyzing ihis growlh invilves
cxamiming  various  fetor such o oas o productions - rend, technolagical  advancementy,
sovernment policies und murkel dynmmics.
Ouser the ytgr& fndia hes shown slanificaot giowll in aeeicullure production. As repofted in
the Reserve Bank of lodin Annual Reports, the countiy's food-giuin production rase rean
K5 nillion tonnes in 201 7-18 10 315.62 million tenned i 202122 (Table 1),

Table: 1 Anoual Agricultural Produgtion (Milllon tonne)

Crop 201718 | 200819 | 20192020 | 2020-21 202122 |
Foodgrain 2850 28521 29750 [ 3074 1]5.62
Course Cerenls | 470 4306 4775 5132 1 5070
Puloes 254 2208 213,03 2546 | 2730
il Secd e 3.5 1322 3545 3796
Sugareanc 3799 | 403552 | 5705 40550 43930 |
Cotont 118 28,04 36.07 35,25 30,12
ule und Mestufn 10:0 982 5,88 Y35 0,15

Sowrce: Voarious RB! Avnuul Reparts, @ Lakih bales of 170 leg cach. &8 Lakh bales of 180 kg encly,
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Figure: 1 Agrieultural Production
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In 2017-18, the production of coarse cereals was 47 million topnes. which rose o 50.70)
millien tonnes fn 2021.22. However. examining the whle reveals that the increase m puise
ploduction s been modest, nsing fram 23.4 illion tennes 10 2007-18 10 Z7.30 million
tonnes in 2021-22, The production of oilsceds rose [Tom 315 million tonnes in 2017-18
w 3796 million tonnes In 202122, Sugarchne production mcreased from 379.9 million
twnnes i 2017-14 10 439,30 million tontes In 2021-22. From the persunl of the table it is
clear that there has been a decline in cotion production. 1t has come down from 32.8 lnkh
balse in 2017-18 te 31,12 lakh boles in 2021-22. At same time, 4 slighl incerease is
visible in the production of Jule and Mesla,

Table: 2 Annual Agricultural Growth Rate (Percentage)’

Crop 201819 [ z019-2020 2020-21 | 2021-22
Fooderin 0,07 430 445 | 157
Coarse Cersals -5.38 (JER-T 7.48 12
Pilses YT 430 1055 93

Uil Seed 006 539 §.22 359
Sugarcane 674 . b4z 8.3
Lotton -14.51 2804 2,27 11,71

Jule and Mesia -1.8 0.61 536 | 836 |

Source: Growth rate caleulated for various RBI reports,
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POLICY OF AGRICULTURE

Tndin"s waereultire amd allied sedtory policy Tandseapes 4 divene, relleching the olnly
vk agriculiural praciiees and ehuliziees, Policles vange Trom prosoting sdatapsbic
faming proctices 10 ensuring food security apd  enhancing  farmer’™s income The
government has Introduced <everal sehenjes siol os the Pradhan Maonirl Kisan Samiman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) to offer direct inéome supparn to funmers, and sehemes like the Pradhan Mantr
Fudal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) (0 adiress hgriculiural risks. Moreover. efforts such as the
Natlénal Mission for Sustninolile Agriculture (NMSA) and the National Mission an O iseeds
and Oil Palin (NMOOP] strive o ehhance productivity and lessen dependence on imapors:
These palicies collectively aim 1o ansform [ndisn agriculture, making it maore resilignr.
stistainable; and profituble.

The agricultural and sllled sectors play & ecrucial role o the Indisn ecopumy, muking
substantial contributions to GOP, employment, and rural livellthoods, With the majority of
the popuiation still dependent on agricylture, its growth i crucinl for ovemll economic
development and food security. Here™s Why it's impartant and some suggestions for ite
arowih

IMPORTANCE |

1. Economic Comtribution: Agricultire voniribuies around |3 pereentage of lntdins Gilope
and provides employmaent 1o nearly hulf of the pepulation, directly ar indirectly,

2 Food Security: Promoting gruwih in egricullure i viwal or securing oo supplics as

the need for foed increases slongside pupalation growth,

Rurl Develgpment: Agriculiuee is the buckbune ol rural India, and s growth

15 crucial for uplitting rural liveliioods and reducing poverty.

4 Export Potential. India has signlficant potential woexport agriculural products,
contributing W foreign exchange carnings.

5 Envitonmental  Sustainability:  Suswinable agricullure  praciices  can
mitigate environmental degradativn und cuntribute Lo clinute Chunge midganen effons

T

SUGGESTION FOR GROWTH: |
| Technology Aduption Fncourge Tarmers Lo adopt inddern agriculiural pracuices.
mbchingry. and technolugies for higher produgtivity snd elllcieney

[vs




2 lufrastrueture Development L'I;’.n;,}_nzu.;lin;gr lueilities wuch as roads, sorge, ond marke
connections i essential 1o diminish post-harvest [osses mmd 1o ficiliute belier markcet reach
for ngriculturnl producery. '

1. Crop Diversification: Promote ¢rop diversiflomtlon o reduce dhie dak o gron tailure,
enliance soll Feetility and meet clinnging cansumer demantls,

4. Credit Availabillty: Enstre guick and ateessible credit provision fee il faimers,
especially hose with smnll il raegingl lynt holdings, ginpowering thei 0 nvest jn
agriewlwmml fpus and reghinologies

5. Skl Dovelopmeni: Frovide tuining and capaeity building w lmies oh motor
ngriculwiral proctives, technology uwnge neidl innrkel trenes.

0. Water Resource Management: ]fm;uum.g,u the weloptivn ol elluient watof fManueengn
techitiques such as dreip irdgation mud minwiier harvesting o0 mekle waner wourclny
challenges,

T Murketing Assistunge: Plevelop marker comnneetivis o enable lErmers e obsin e itible
prices [or their produce and diminish retiunce on intermedianes

¢ Rescarch and Development; Tnvest in ngrivuliure researeh w develop highsyiclding
vanelies, pest-resistunt crops, and sustainable farming pragtives tmlored 1o pdisp
condiliciz

By focusing on these Hﬂpﬂ-‘f,s. trdia enn schieve susminbie groveth o ils agnculiure and

allicd sectors, ensuring food security, rural develapment and sconamic prosperily
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